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MEKGER 4is published for the Fantasy amateur Press Agsoeiation by Don
Wilson and Howard iller. This issue, #1, is for the May 1548 mail-
ing. Wwilson's address, as can be seen by looking at the roster, is
L95 N. Third St., Banning, California. Willer's is 1421 West George
St., Banning, California. Neither of us necessarily agree with opin-
ions expressed by tiie other herein,or with opinions expressed by any-
one else who happens to have material published herein., No coples
are for sale to outsiders. hkoger Graham and S. Merwin dr. are hereby
commanded to refrain from mentioning this magazine anywhere but in
the vreview of the FaPA mailing specifically designated as such, and
to refrain from mentioning the publishers'! addresses in connection
with reviews of the publication. ###

Yith that out ef the way, I can quit using my good typer and develve te this
old wreck. Objeet of using this ancient LCSMITH is to save space (it is olite) and
save my Underwood pertable from gettinzy beat up even worse than it is now. ! Uer-
ger was conceived for remasons ef conservation. It conserves staples, which is one
reason; it's easier te plan one mag than two mags; and it seemed like a good so~
lution to our difficulties. You may not save it again. 4s this part ef it ie
atencilled, I carnot say what will be in it, but for certain 1t will contain my
railing comments and sore Ackerman and fRRvans stuff. Until further rotice, ac-
tivity eredit is to go to me (Wiison). When Miller's portion of the maz is reached
you will be told, in order that he may gain his necessary credit.

THE RRACTION-ARY, which follows, is mailing corments by me, as any fool can
plainly see, and if that rhymes it is unintentionml; besides, it doss not scan
peoperly, which eliminates the possibility of its being a poen.

FEBRUARY 1948 FAPA MAILING

NF¥ TASTAMENT ~- Not af much farnish interest that I can ses. ‘It will be inter-
osting to know how many fans tess 1t into the wastebasket, and how many file it
with their fanzines in the same manrer they would file -anything else that came via
the FAPA mailing. By the way, this vielates the rule against allowing stuff by
nonmembars to g0 theu the mailings; but as long as it is modified only to let taru
good stuff, I can see no grounds for complaint. '! Letfs not have too much of this
aort of thing, however. &nuf is enuf,

FANTASY AMAT #R. It is interesting how much more legible Perdus'!s report is than
tha rest of the stuff. He must have aceess to better stencils. Tha lousy stenciling
job done by FIL is inexcusapie. '! Stevenson raises an interasting point in his
jiscussion of tha roview matter. They had rsason on their side. It must be remem-
"bered that we have a safeguard ~- ths entrance requirement. People with no previous
acquaintance with fandom cannet meet this requirement. The lack of response to Gra-
har's plug further annihilated Speerts and Stevenson's arguments. '! A point: Gra~ |
harn's column 1s to publicize fandom to nonfans; Merwin's is te raview fanzines. There
_is a world of differsnce. I should think that sending thew te the Merwin column
"'will meet with no oppositien; egobee is the main result of that colurn. As far as
- _ppbligity is concerned, the main emeunt of subscriptions gained thru it are from
~ borderline fans who sut to many fanzines, b@t who await a recommendation from Merwim
“before buying. Fventually, the Amazing column will devolve into a similar funection,
though now, at the outset, it doss gain now recruits for fandom itself.




I saw meaning in the Perdue report. Maybe I have & semantic unblock. *' ¥An
Open Letter toc Dunkelberger® is well-taken. For my part, having been guilty of the
perpatration of sore pretty low stuff, I rake no accusations. But more Phanteurs
and less Yellums will drag up our standards, no douct ef that., ' There is too much
nenFAPAproduced stuff being put in the mailings, but as long as it 1s interesting
it is worthwhile.

MOONSHINR: Nice cover. Aeide to Burb —— I haven't pulled the moon off yet. 1! Of
the inmards, Wooldtonts article was outstanding-sounding on first resding; I'm net
in the mood to nore over it, but it is definitely up to standard. "&lactra® I en-
joyed. . The reat of the stuff duly noted. Black mimeo ink would help this publica~
tion trersndously. 8¢ would & 1ittle mora care with ariwork, makeupkX, and other
physicalitise. Oh, well, 1t Jooked nice from the outside.

ONf FAN'S OUTLOOK — Pormat notes a Moony apply here also. Interasting reading,
howsver. '' I doubt if a Wester con could be zado as wortawhile toc attendess as,
gay, an Atlanticon sponsored by &SFA er gsirilar gathering; for my own part, of
coursa, I wish for a pacificoast gathering to which I could go, wt if it were true
that I could attend a con anywhere in the country, I'd very definitely plug for it
to be hald in the New York - Newark area.

PHANTRUR -~ vory ansy on the eyes after Moffatt's messyografy. I liked the coverse
11 can't say much, for I have nothing to say. fverything interestsd me but the po-
1itical discussion. HMmiling commonts are particularly fing.

OLD AND RARR: Nice cover, though it is awfully coscure. 't Thaore is no exouse {or
the sloppy rekeup, numerous typos, otec, in this magezine. In alli actuality, there
was littls excuss for the raz at all. Apologies are due to &kkvans for parts of it,
so go ahead, Flliott and Millor, and aposlozize to the man.

PLENUM: "The Crackpot and the 3cientist"s I better lenve agguing against it te
Greham. I canrot but ajree with the general conclusions about dilettantes. ''! The
corment on Yalflenzth Articles schoes my santirments. We must fight egainst ocutsiders
who attenpt to hurt FAPA, If Burb's piece was the way deemsd best advisable, why,
then, so let 1t be.

£GO BRAST —— not bad. Certainly not worth more than a iine of comment.
DREAMLAND OPINIOVWATOR: Worthwhile.

RATING OF FOCRAT FFUL3 ?? Oh Lerd —- lot's try again: FUBLS —- » .There, that's
petter. I didn't read the foldsr.

FAPASYTX —- no reason for the reprint that I could soe. !' The lndex was, as ar?d all
jrdexes, worth the space it took. '! "Hybby's Hobby® was interesting. It was sur-
prisingly erudite; how much of it did you rewrite, Coswal?

FANDANGOt Bombdestructien, R. I. P, Ooncrate accorplishment of a chanze in atti-
tude by gevernrantal authoritiss by us is s¢ near impossivls that the arounte of
apace devoted to discussing it seem wasted. Can you comprehend that sentence? '¥ The
gfiair of the Lasfs clubroom is chuckle-provoking. Tho antics of tho LASFS are al-
ways zood for a variost renction, --— snedr, chuckla, puke,. —— to fit the oceasion, !
I agree with your eritique of the Beasd, Fran., Actualily, fandom ls full of all kinds
sf-interest, of course, and if Gus prafsrs the spirit of the thing, why, then let
hic prefer it Ayjey is, after ali, rather secondary to fandom itselfs I won't
launch off into a discussion of fan phylosophys for God's sake; but I do feel that
enjoyment is the root of worthwhilensss, and snjoyment is proodaoly the only reason



ﬁwﬁy=qﬁ~q§%'qungtEQFfﬁﬁdomisswayoflifors, keop harging mround. 't I lack enthusiask,
. GE. 13king, ot H1Bpance, for jazz, '' One needs ang emetic after reading of the Par-
“duas. Ushe1! Fua 148 quote was chuckle-provoking. Rather an sgocentric attitude
it ax;rqigé iglftsélf. "' T think I know the fanszine retferred to in the conflad
with AA134, out maybe not, Al Ashley is & burro, 3Burros are allwisg; they ars the
true deripant raes of this planet. They are galactic observers, They chuckle &t .
hugans ' arusinz antics. Al Ashley is a burro, ‘! Fandange is a nice mag, but it

ig bodly rirecad. Rotten stencils, arthritis, or bad nimeoinz, it cams out peor.
JASBFE™OCKY -- I'r uninspired.

HORIZONS -- Doublesxikdoublatoilandtrouble soers to be nearing the snd of its jour—
ney, judzing from the looks of this., ! Disney stuff I think on tho somr, tho I am
scarcely an authority on Disney. *t Lensman --— you mean thers was & final confldet?
Lord. '! Such indelicate torics as "RAP's Most Fantastic ddventure® are vetter left
entirely alone. Ho might get sore and roviva the Shaver mystary, you know, not that
it is or was dead. '! Rest noted and enjoyed. 4n excellent zine. We noed more 1like

it.
HYC JR and H-1661 didn't interest re particularly. 2

MI SKRIBAS —- Index worthwhile. I gave my views on indexes (should it DLe £ "indicas"?
) avova. 't If I over g3t to the stazo whoxe young fens "nenl® oefore me, Rick, I'l1
turn them over to YF, novor foar. But by that time you'll bs doing the sare thing.

SOIPDALGRIF —- urr, ahh, forget it.

TuR FANTASY ANEHOLOGY IVDAX: Here we 30 again. Indoxas. '! Why dogsn't soraons ox-
tleds the mythis of Grand 0ld Men of this and that? Any hack would be a grand old
ran if he kept writing for a dozen ysars, &ven a Shavar. It must be nica to ve able
to show up at conventiors and maat your cirsls of worshippors.

LIGHT. Intarestihg. Wice cover; I lsarned some things about the mireoing process,
of which I hnd had no idoa horstofore. Should have separated tho last séntenco into
2, I s23. ; 2

A VISIT FPOM ORAHAM —- no use arguing with him; his ¥arguronts® aro irrefutatila.

Qh hell, I forcot YRLLUM. On sscond thot, nayba I should have said "Praises be%.
tht.&lstinkar of a mag! Don't got drunk at any rorse oneghot ssssions, suys.
PLRASE, Seriosly, it is & discredit to FAPA and to those whose names appear in it

OLOM: %70 WEOY...M hilarious. I guégs Burb made it funny. 't Ackerman stuff and
“bock poviews intorasting snuf. '! Fvans! railiny comments are fairly interesting, end
“{ aven ngree with some of therm. But I do not share ARM' s enthdaiasm for the‘nie??ioa

of life, or whatovor it is, as it epplies to tho Porduss. Perduo came daup noar ¥
¥1i11ing FAPA. Why rumble about the decencies of life while the club goes phoo? '* If
Ackerman ever misses & chance to sell a book I'll revive Yallum. -2 w

MATHRMATICS and the film shest -- fooey.

UASQUR was mighty fine. As usual, Burb's ploce is outstanding. '' BSome day Itnm
going to read "Art". '! The rest of tho stuff gives a serapbooky improssion, cut it
was all entartaining. Lot's see Masque more often, Bill. :

SKY HOOE -- horefs mnothor crodit to the railing. What.was the idea of tha titles on
the cover? ' I right egres vocifercusly with your coticlusion anent antholigies, but
Tir not in the mood, so I'll agree passively. '! tTho Road.fror. Rdw to Gee" is arus-
ing ~- one of the hign spots of the mailing, in fact. '' "Contenengjt® -- an ouvious
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duplications " 'Q‘Miiling;@éﬁméﬂfgfamong the more outstanding ones. '! Bie : !msed
o1 *3’:‘;{‘%&%

a rather abai;}g;%;h&ﬁ%ffo waste so mueh space on, even in thatp!‘l‘hS'-
asting a%;ﬁ&aﬁth it "Tners Is Also Today" ousht to kit most of us wnare if huris.
. So trus !

o .to corment on o penoralzines '! Ths Yaird Skadow . -

. ;s i 5 ;3 "i % s t " 1 _‘,c.. ._1-_-'—--___-'.;0.'. : - - ;s
k SPAPX: This i8°né p&&c89t3“38mm3n%18h a g%ﬁéfal%&ns. i'tkﬁec Y474 8hadow Over Inng-
E%ﬁﬁ& &agrﬁuﬁgggggqh%g‘nQJQQQ;oggggign at all, not even the cover blurb.
Fig 1 (e ¢ 2 [ ¥ e L3 Lk -._."._'J. - *.0-‘)'\‘.‘, - r'ul*.“l LA

| IEEE“1??!;f“;???Y?§1?§5_§9%%9€ RUrpoges 1.8upPeBOs ;. o oit dowr and puis
rote fﬁDIAY"ﬁEﬁTERHiT?‘—nuéoéa-Sf those days I'nz going te sit down and puzzle out
just what tne holl tais guy is offering uel . .. R e s
n 3 b . 't'l , ', i --.L-.. .-., --.. u &
ICHQE: . Two covors on'my cQpy: Anybody wont 10 buy one? 't I'particularly liked *The
Dead:™ A !aggial'L;stgﬁni{jstill tho best poatry i{ri fandom, .for winatevor poetry in
tandor. is worth, I guass 1t can stand alorzsids such mags as Full Tide and other
arnat'our poatry mqgazinasnwith no fannish or fantasy connaction,

GOSTAL: Torth it. About alongside Fgoboast, nothwre n3ar Horizons or Plsnum.

| RUEBLINGS ~- got two cories of this. Anybody want to buy one} !! Yatson's article
raisss ny irs.gs a loyal Fen, H® has torn down our standardsy defied the only true
Way of Life. In all seriousness, it spoaks i1l that he could find any zdounds for
such & slast. '! "The Fthics of flsctronics® is the funniest thing I've raad in
yonrs, in or out of fandorm. Ths onding wés a rasterpisea.

|
RYLAF —— holl with it. (Miller disagrees with this corrent,) I would not even con«
sider sizning it.

SYNAPSA 1? Thare we g0 again, GSYNAPSR -- there, that!s battor. I read it, end I im
agine I ranazed to iizest at laast 5% of it Tho covor drawings seomed rather point~
1oss to re, in ry godling art eritic capacitys '! The mailling cormentary is easily
tha boat, thouzh I don't beliave I vetasd thusly on Laney's poll, which, by tjo way,
was worthwhile, as I should have rontionad eeriiar in this ponderous rass of com—
rontary. ! Ons facet of Spsorts writing that I izazine annoys many is his failure
to0 decida "yes" or "nof on a quastion. His reamws of comrontary and lack of conclusien
rust frustrate some, I might as well admit I'm unserantical. 1! #Was the BrASF ille
for Trouvls Times Two was tho ».re as in gampball's SF;..7 ~— COm.8 NOW, Jack. That
sort of thing is imexousabls. 1Y I've noticod a detsrioration in a8F typesatting
atandards too. In foet, it has increased till it becomes faintly arnoying. !'! Nama
the "reputable commorciel rogazinest, will you? Urnderlining r.ine. 'V Many people who
are adrittsd te Fapa whe are legitirate fans are belew standard; as &n example, if -

{ had published Yollur outside of Fara and circulated it to twenty Ifans, I'd be sls
igibla to rmortership. Would I be an uptopar corber? Ha. I'm laughing. 8o it goes.
What gives you the idoa that the nuta mizht be interssted snuf to oven investigate
PAPAT? '! Pazes 10-11 I found little of intsrest in. "tho weariness of furopeans;’
the suspicion of Fussians,...* sounds a lot like Giittering Gensralities or somathing
okin to them. '! Yo comment on the wsilace thing. I'm not evon a liberal. '? Don't
forget, in your listing of erud, all the Arkham Houss stuff, various cards announc-
ing one thing and another (such as the suspension of Fandom Speaks), poll sheets,
bylaws, and other such trash. '¥ Didn't you recd "The Dremmers"} You efta. I

agres about Endisnotyst. And ths (@lan3 ssries, ''"Assop ... is the best of the City
sorios.” is (sicl) an objectionable gtatoment, I think you'll admit. Thaddaya mean
by this rank haresy? How are you sO surd it is tho "bast?, what qualifies 1t so,
chT You roan you liked it test. I prefor fHobbios" and "Dosertion® myseif. ''&nuf,



A PREEONZTICY OF DISASTFR — what can you say about it?

ORACLE --- tha thing that impressad mo most about t:iis bsautifully nimeographed puu-
‘lication was the sxtramely braintrust air a®out it —— I'd pass it off as a welli-done
“atterzpt to outSpesr S;esr, Lut this Jo3s not sssm to be the case. Anyway, it is ama -
zing that anyons with so short a contact with fandom &c¢ dould manage to capturas

tho air of oaxtrorms oldoldzuard so sxpsrtiy. !'! "Pronunciawsnto® is bsautifully pre-
‘sontad, and I can find 1littls fault with his conclusions. I don't happon to agrae
with hir, but (I hope I'n not soundins Fvansish) this is bbviously no causs for con-
demnation. '* I fear that no mathod of boinc really selecdtive, short of ths Vanguard
Invitation idea, can over keop low-grada raterial out of FAPA, And I have wmors vack-
ing me thore than a mere considsration of tha ethics of unsalectivity and democracy
in adritting any fanzins publisher no rattsr if his fanzins is & panhektoed Ludowits
. single=shostor. For it is totally impossibls to rold FAPA to suit a certein sort of
rembor, as Vanguard has dons, At ths proesont mozent, tha main intarsst is for very
ssrious desrthinkars, not nocasdari.ly oldguarders but principally so. Howsver,
there is snouzh intsrist to attract such rarbers as Sneary, Schaunburger, Maddox,

and othoers of the youngsr seot, such as merbars af Rotslor, who is principally an
artist, ete. It ronains tho FANTASY Arateur Press Association -- an apa for tan-
tasts —- and prasumably its coverage should be troad snuf to intervst.any and all
fantasts. As long as it rerains in theory dadicatad to this purpose, no agloctivity
will bte even rossible. Wien saluetivity tscoros the poiicy, the theorvticel aim
will havs to bo altered, and the stated scop3 narrowed. Which would: leavs alout ten
rembsrs. Lt would forover sliminate tho possibility of exeellent but not deep thot °
rags lixe Masque or Burilings appearing in the mailings. ' I'll.refrain from call-
ing you a "fan®, Stovie, if you so wisk., !'' The mailing corrants ars among the more
intorssting onas, '! As a point of oddity, I agroe with tho listing of "Maturity" as
top as¥ story of the year, oaven in ompetition with "#& for fffort", which is so near
#1 that mush cozitation ie nazessary Lofore ziving TS the decidion. I find "&% in-
esplizoliy absant fror your list, C23. How coma? !! "The ‘&nd 1s Yot Yet" is charao-
terized pertscily. '' "After All..." -- the tondency to paint all fans black referrsd
to 23 a sort of tendency sirmillar to the fandornisawayoflife philosophy —— just as
unreasoncuife LU is a sort of namecalliing habit, similar th the current hysterie
thet nas rasulisd on %ecoriunisi? being judzed a slanderous term to apply to anyone.
Fens ars raop.e, boefors they are fans, in spité nf it all, and as peoplo they must

~ ba judged., lelalinz all fans as low characters bscnuse a large number of them have
bsen f.und to Lo s¢ is an exsnple of & typs of rsaseninz that has come in for a

good deml f ¢9sdrwad criticisme. !¢ Wall; no, subsinaes canft contain the individ-
zine type of rarhling discuseion found in FAPA:: it's not their aim, and if you pre~
for *hat gort of ihinz denft sub to ther at all, '! Letis see mors of Oracle., It

A

was & high syt of the mailing, even from a fannish (o horrors) standpoint.

LRTHF —- cswer L9 & nies idea, bhuttrather crudely execuvted, I thinkl. !' I might
remark hers to VMr Weffatt tnnt Latha ig a rodel after which to copy his nulticolored
cizeograty, f 'Lowssvaftienat interesting. Liber Ivonis is the saime as Book of
Eibon, Tt is ths Punkotic Monuseriptg ~- plurel. !¢ (ndex nice, How It segan gtank,
FANTASY AMATETR JR. 7Veu mizat wmention {ret Creemland Cpinionator 2pp epreared in

the Fob mlg. *}! Tou handled the disirossing intiuencse of the crackpots nicely, Burb.

ASP AND HALFASP ! You are sowering yoeurself, Lurt. adolsesent syes, indeed. I
zex can't even srelli-it, DNenlt teolieve BIll had mueh luck with his new venturse.

.BFDFAST -~ my govreh, Amusing, T EE'EE* L3RR AXD RORED -- I certainly am. A4s for
. the res: of the miniature mailing, 1 onjoyved 1t all but car‘t say ruch on it, and
as for.the other postrmailing, Dunk's letisr served its purposs and Scarab stank,

Not that it was bad -- just complately inconsequentiali. This is all.




FGOBRAST
{(wilsonts crud page)

To begin with, the rate for sutscription to Dream Quest in the ad in $his issue
is wrong. The price has risen.: It is now 15, 2725;, otcs The ad was rin off
for EayMar Trader some time ago, and the extras have Leen lying among my junk for
savorel weeks, ronths, rmayhbe.

Merger may appsar agein and it nay not. It'may Ce taat Celsphais will tecome
an independent entity in future mmilinzs, sut don't count on it. Porhaps Merger
will continus to carry all of Willer and Wilsoi's fapish efforts. At this writing
it is rerotsly possiovls that somo Art Widner stuff wiil appear in tnis issue. If
not, it is due to circumstconces teyond ry control, since I have offsred to puolish

Art's Fapa stuff in return for raterial for Droam Quest.

The Ackerran and &ffvans pilecss in this issue wore obtained more or less under
frlse pretenses. Ackerran and £ffvans were under the impression, when they submitted
their material, that Celephais was to be an independent, subsceription fanzine. Well,
lot's hope that they are not too disappointed by this alteration in plans. The Ack-
orran piece is not to Le roviswed by Graham, of course, and psrhaps none of Celephaigs
should be raviewed ty Grahar. ©Dut leavs that up to !filler, who has a paze of crud

of his own in this issu3 someplacs.

Let me rake m genoral remark about the last FAPA mailing. The goneral impression
I got was of quality. TNdarly all of the raterial in the railing could be read with
interest and enjoyrent, and loft with a feeling of gsatisfaction and of time well
spent. Frinstance, to nara a few of the iore ocutstanding mags ~— 3ky Hook, Synapse,
Orecle, FanDango, HMasque, Phanteur — all easy onthe ayas, readeble, ocutstanding.
Thore was & lot of stuff that was up to standard, but had no particularly outstand-
inz werit -- Fapasrix, Moonshine, and the like. And thers wers some magazines the
railing would have besn ruch bettsr off without — 01d and Rare and Yellun are the
cases I had in mind. Yellur was, in all sincerity, a disgrace tto the railing.
On the whole, howasver, readinz ths stuff was time very well spent. Beat ting in
the mailing {that word should be "thing®) was 3urboe's "The Rfthics of EBlectronics®,
the funniest thing I've seen in fandorm to date, and one of the top huror items to
appear in or out of the professional humor columns. Tf you want to reprint some of
Burb's stuff in your fen column, Grahar, reprint this item. It is & mastorpiece,

without & doubt.

Unknown annual out July 15th is a test caseé to dec¢ide whether or not it is
practical to revive Unknown. Lot's show ther that we want it back by getting sev-
eral copies and deluging ther: with letters. &nd let!s show Porular tnat we appro-

siate sesing Fantastic Novals again.

¥ho has & Flash stapler? I have sore Flash staples left over from when my
FPlash stapler fell apart. Free te the first person to ask for ther. Two boxes,
one full and the other almost full. 2000 in ecch box.

Has a poll ever been taken to determine the top science fiction or fantasy
character of all time?

This seors to bring me near the end of the page and also the end of my thots.
Foo knows what I'll have in the next fapa railing. By August, anything can happen,
raybe even my withdrawdl from fandom. LooOk how fagt it hit BRAWard !

Don Wilson
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it is a 3-way merger, after all

HaLlL UF 8L RROR S
- or -
Widner reviews the 42th mailing

DRBAMLAND UPINIONATOR Sorry, lads, but i didnt think my ballot wd b
' worth much, since i only read aSF in th pro
field, & can hardly keep up with fapazines let alone the horde of
others, ((If I slip from this simplifyd spelng, Art, it's habit,

SO don't jump on my neck too hard, -—=ililson)) Twil b a great strain

if 1 finish this revu. Lessee, todays th 28 March. I1ll have to
get it done by about 14 april in order for it to make the May mail-
ing. Good basis for a lottery. How many zines will i get done
by then? I originally intended to do the 41th mlg also, but pra-
dence (love that gal) bids me forget it. ((Thanks, U mite tax
my generosity,))
SOIPDALGEIF I liked this, "The Universe of E" was a nice takeoff
; on somebody but i cant remember who. ((Whom,)) Maybe
some of ‘the more florid passages from Merritt-Loveoraft-CaSmith,

HURIZUNS 1t does me widdle €g0 no end of good to have somebody-
who-obviously-knows-whereof-he-speaks come out & say
things ive been thinking all along but didnt guite dare bBcoz i
didnt tuiak i knew enuf about the subject to sound off. Musie,
f'rinstance, & "attentive listening" in particular, (How come i
sound ort on other subjects about which i know even.less? Y'got
me there, Besides, 1 havent sounded off on anythin for about a
year, so 1 figure 1 can be permitted a few pages of drivel just
thls onece) To get back, Harry says "If you allow the rough ime
pression of the sounds to intoxicate the €dar, you rush out & buy x
the records. Later, you regret the enthusiasm." Oh my, but i
sure did. Now i have 8 sides of Liszt, (12") & a dozen or two of
other assorted composers who sit there in the cabinet & irritate
me by Jjibing "Kyaaah! Dontcha wish we were Beethoven, or Brahms?
Serves ya 2@T#*1l well right for getting tired of us!" Strafnge
to say, however, i still can capture that breathless excitement
Of boyhood when 1 first heard "William Tell Overture" ground out
on a piano with an old silent western. ((And I am still stirred by
the condluding passages of "Les Preludes®, dw)) . The Victor wax-
ing i1 have, ineidentally (4 10" sides in an album - Toscanini-
NBC orch) is the finest interpretation ive ever heakd. Arturo's
iron-control or pace, plus a field day for the sound technicians
which makes even my wheezy old combo sound like Boston Symphony
Hall, is a combination that really rocks me out of my sox. My kids
1IEe~ L5 0055 & J : _ ;
“Which brings me to something else fapans might find
interesting. I remembeéer that some time ago in vapa somebody was
grousing about the lack of classical music for chillun. First
place, unless the child is musically gifted, tis nothing to WOITy
about. They wont dig much of it anywiaye. But heres an idea fan.
parents might like to try if they want to awaken an interest in

"higher" music in their offspring. Take any piece of good music,




listen to it closely, and make up & story to go with it, then tell it
to the kids along with th music a la "Feter and the Wolf" which is

a pretty good album for kids by the way, & adults too, for that mat-
ter. I like the Rathbone narration, by the way, personally. Sale
sounds too much like a queer. Here are two examples that worked out
pretty well with my kids. 1. Bach's Toccata & Fugue in D Minor, I
couldnt get away from the Fantasia symbols a%t first, but along about
the "caterpillars under the carpet" section it shifted to the Rockies
and the story of an exciting plane flight coast-to-coast fitted iphice-
ly. With storms, the mountains themselves, ice-on-the-wings, the des-
.perate battle to clear the peaks, to the final, triumphant landing at
La. Then there's another which fits in to the first chapter of "Wiz-
ard of Uz", like a nut fits a bolt (or vice versa¥/ altho i fear i may
be soundly tromped for mentioning it in the category of "good" music,
I refer to Morton Gould's arrangement in plush of "Dark Eyes". His
handling of strings and horns is to me particularly evocative of the
approaching cyeclone. Dorothy's troubles in locating Toto, Toto's fall-
ing thru the trapdoor after the house is in the &if, the descent, and
the destruction of the Wicked Witch of the East. You dont have to be
parents either, come to think of it. You might gry it out on yourself
just for the fun of it.

Just in ease you get the idea that my own listening is on this ba-
sis, i want to make it plain that that is not so, I think i have Xaxx
nprogressed”™ to the point where i enjoy music for its own sake., The
above is what i1 used to do, however, & i still think its a good approach
for beginners. rrogram notes are also a help in the early stages if

not too stuffy, altho they now %ive me the pip. Incidentally, a lot of
the above goes for jazz too, but i'll take that up when &% if 1 get to

Fan-Dango, If is now april 3, & i'm just recovering from the most
terrifiec cold i ever had.

. L agree with Harry that Palmer's actions must be viewed in the
light of the idea that nap has a severe neurosis connected with stf &
fandom, if not a full-blown psychosis, altho i have analyzed it some=-
what differently. . The eminent Dr. Widner's opinion is that Rap is suf-
fering from paranoid delusions, & feelings of inferiority & insecuri ty
that have thelr roots even deeper than fandom., His experiences with
fandom have only served to intensify his mental troubles. First &
foremost is his defomity, Many people with deformities far smaller
than Palmer's develop inferiority feelings for which they overcompen-
sate in various ways. Van Loon has nofted this in his biographies in
coumenting on how history might have been changed if a certain king had
not had ulcers, or Napoleon had been & tall man, Inferiority feelings
have driven meny handicapped people to tremendous lengths in order to
show the world « themselves that they were really superior after all.
Glenn Cunningham is an exampler on the positive side,

At first kap channeled this drive properly by becoming an import-
‘ant "name" in fandom, & acquiring considerable skill at bowling. How=
ever, as barry says, upon the breakup of the First Fandom, he had to
tind something to fill the aching void in his personality. Then came
his big chance to be editor of the best prozine, & no doubt his hopes
soared, for here wag cgoboo to surpass anything in fandm. But un-
fortunately, zD did not let him follow thc course he originally planned
for a magezine that would pull in the juvenile fan & gradually iead
to hinm anm appreciation of the better type of stf, similar to the cur=-
rent evolution of TWS.  His first steps with Amazing, after the stag-
nation into which it had drifted, were so sensationally successful
commercially that ZD made him stop right there., That was bad, for



then Caupbell forged ahead, at least as far as quality is eoncerned.
Palmer was trapped. Bowling was a help, but not enuf, for his need
was great, He could not resign, for that would be still worse., He
couldn't try to beat Campbell at his own game, not only becoz ZD wished
to leave well enuf alone, but becoz they probably estimated coprectly
that there was room for only one zine of ASF's type in the fileld.
Palmer's only recourse was to rationalize by interpreting commercial
success as "Suceess, Absolute", by considering the opinion of fandom,
"the experts", as of no value (& note this -- not becoz they didn't have
the qualifications, or good arguments--but becoz they were small in
number!) & by considering the opinions of those who praised him as
correct, Since these were fuveniles & crackpots for the most part,

it naturally followed that tap could continue to "progress” (for he
still had drive & intelligence) --but only along this line. And the
ultimate erackpots are religious fanutics, so t0 this sad end the poor
fellow's hunger for approval &« admiration led him. Let us not condemn
him too greatly, for we are all the same basically, #x but do not have
his obstacles to overcome. Kather let us mourn for = fellow-fan who is
deud. ((It would help more to give him the respect he wants-==help
both him and us. We could get what we want from AS a lot more easily
that way.))

PLENUN The main trouble with this is that Milty is such a sokig
citizen that he seldom leaves any room for disagreement, or
even loose strings to tie up. This being so, i'll pass up the last
issue with a hearty "well done!" & & couple of minor comments, & hark
back to #5, in which Milty tries to cducate us in math. rirst, what
means "the year of the turning"? 2nd, add stf storiecs in which nee~
gro(es) have a promincnt part: "The Menace" by Dr. Keller was an
anti-Negro story, with "Black" replacing "Yellow" preceding "Perilr,
kven tho i had no liberal tendencies at the time, i faintly recall that
it left a rather bad taste in my mouth at the time. Nowadays, i would
probably get up in arms aboutdt. I can't remember the issue or even
the publication exceprt it was large-size amazing or Wonder & was la~
ter reprinted in u quarterly. anothep faintly remembered tale was one
by Eli Colter in WT, which concerned a negro who became a paranoiac
from race prejudice., He was 8lso a brilliunt scientist, & was going
to blow up the world to get even, or something like that. The charac-
terization was very good, i remember, & somewhat sympathetic. After .
foiling the "plot" the narrator-hero (who was really much more of a
puppet) tsks about the sad fate of what might have been a find mind
& a leader of his race & even all mankind. I think it was also probe
ably the only "mad-scientist" yarn that explained convineingly how the
m=s got that way. '
Now for the math issue. The main rault, or lack, which was appar-
ent 1o me, was the absence of examples to illustrate the various prin-
ciples. 1 went over it twice, & think i got most of it, altho i'4d
hate to take & quiz on it. I think if some actual problems in elec¢c-
tricity, engineering, etec, had been throwh in it would be that mueh
clearer, sand milty will probably have guys in his classes who are no
brighter than i am, altho mayhap not as rusty on the general subjeot,
#nother complaint was that some of the more advanced symbols were not
explained. "O" for example. Oops, i just discovered that € means
"angle", I gzuess i better knock Off now, as Toscanini is conducting
Beethoven's 9th, & 1 don't get to hear that very often. ({ Me neither.
Shall I tell you how I missed the first 15 minutes of it? )) Add ti-
tles for the "Negro in Fantasy Literature”(Hey, SDR, that might make
an ilnteresting projeect for you & ual ), "Song of  the Slaves", another




Weiprd Taelo, whion reoounts how & blackbirder dumped his cargo of blacks
over the side on the approach of a govt ship, & how said cargo blimbed
back over the sldd the next night & evened the score bub good. Brrrr!
Wellman was the authorj i think....

EGO BEAST Caldwell will have to make the bait a little juicier for

this old trout to rise. Knocking aSF just to create a fuss
is getting to be old hat., 1f Jawge would dig in & come up with a few
details insteud of merely flat statements of his preferences, 1 might
beecome interested. aSF has been tops for such a long time the burden
O0f the proof lies with its detractors. 1t could be improved, but i
haven't noticed any great deterioration lately, As to the aSF type,
such as it is, ((No, that's wrong, It should be, "As for background &
characterization, i find it easier to "fit myself in" to the aSF type,
such as it ise...)) than with the cardbozrd cutouts appearing in most of
the rest of the field, Could it be that Jawge lacks the imagination
or the mental energy to go along with anything other then simple thud
& blunder?

"Pro~Phile" souhds like a good idea to me. I'm all for it,
since it will help to spot reading i wouldn't want to miss, & still
ncot have to wade dhru a lot of crapi

THe RaTING OF BOCKET FBBLS Interesting, but unfortunately i'm unable

to make any intelligent comment, or even
. a bluff at it, so 1'll keep my big mouth shut & wait for Kothman & Da-
vlis to do ilie honors.

FaN-DaNGO bpaker's words don't comfort me at all. Reading between

the lines, it seems to me that the powers-that=be in this
country ure itching for a chunce to hop on kussia, to serve the double
purpose of defecating the oniy outside threat to their reign, & of dise
tructing the attention of their subjsects (us) from whzmzx=zrx their
(ptb's) shortcomings. 'Twas ever thus. ALl thru history, whenever
the position of a given ruler, or group of rulers, became endangered
thru their own mulfunctions, the tried-and-true gag is to say, "Look
atv that bunch of so&sos, they are skakes-in-the-grassf{. They want
to destroy our fair country. Let's you & them fight!" & so all the
poor jerks went off & fought.... to kcep the real snakes on top a lit-
tle longer.

my point is this: If Russia is capeble of trading even a couple
Oof haymakers with us -- alles kaput! If not, why all the furore in the
daily press & radio? Personally, i don't think Ivan will be any push-
over even in his present state, so leave us not lull ourselves with ra-
tionalizations. The first sock is half the battle, & often the whole
battle, but a lot of guys have got up off the floor to make things
Very tough indeed for the party of the first part. There's a very
_ g00d chance for it in almost any situation, Fatalism is not realism.....

kelisiied the remarks to Willmorth, to Dunkelberger (previous ish)
review of the Mezzrow book, in fact, the whole issue was highly inter-
esting.

. at this point i would like to hark back to #15 in which Pran gets

gooey over Louis, Now 1 consider myself a jazz "lover”, but i can't
seem O absorb the cultist vicwpoint, or "fan attitude” which Laney
deplorcs in stfandom, but which he seems to think ok in relation to
jazz.



. Now i wouldn't have a face for talkin'j, 1f 1 hadn't heard this
same group Fran rapturizes about, in Boston/. 4s in Li, the piano'& |
buss werc more or less blanks, altho Arvell Shaw on bass was interesting
to wateh when he knocked himself out & tried to crawl inslde of his
instrument. He's just a kid apparently, & may develop later. But ther
wits Catlett on drums, Bigard clarinet, Teagarden trombone, & Louils. - -
There was also Velma diddleton, who, altho no Bessie Smith, did a coup-
l¢ of good numbers, & real killer of a duet with Louis. Now don't &
zet mé wrong, coz i liked it, even tho i had to pay B4.80 for the frau
& me to get in, but when F Townsr starts spouting "warm & rich & com-
poiling" it sounds like a-lot of Panassie's guff. Neither can 1. see
411 the awe for vackson's & Louis's vocalizing, Both can do a pass- .
able job, but are much better sticking to their instruments, Gravel-
throat % clever ad-libbing doesn't make a singer in my book, [ fact,
itii heve to hear a lot more jazz vocals before i zam find anybody who
can do it the way.i'd like to hear it. Fran will no doubt say i'd bet=-
tur hear a lot more jazz. period, but then, 1 hate to sec him palpi-
tuting away all by nis lonesome on the subject in Fapa, so.1 figyre
my opintons will at least be better than the frenzied disinterest
shown thus far by the other members.

But to get buck to the band. Perhops i should've heard it at *
"Biliy Berg's instead of Symphony Hall, but i couldn't hear anybody but
Satehmo. Teugarden, while inguestionably the better man, seamed pit~
ifully weak after listening to George Brunis rattle the statues in their
niches clear up in the 2nd balcony nearly 200 ft from home plate.

The same goes between Bechet & Bigard, & Sldney takes a back -seat to
nobody. ‘& while wmax Keminsky & Wild Bill Davison both together could -
n't polish Louis' horn, Davison being generally sloppy, cither will

get over his head occasionally, & let go a hair-raiser that will life
you right out of your shoes, {(I hope you @ll love this--wilson))

You may have gathered by this time that i'm comparing this Super-
‘combo (according to FTL) ,with Eddie Condon's outfit, which i-had heard
earlier in the same hall, & that 5C 1s not suffering too badly from
the comparison. Duvey Tough, 1'd say, was about Big Sid's equal.
Now i'm partial to the rough&twiblc stuff, but i'll say this. The

best isn'i much good if you can't hear it, & sccond best is really
fine when you .can. ;

* Oh yes, one more thing. I heard Bigard pull that sume break on
“‘wpea for Lwo" that sent Fran away away, so evidently it wasn't a "once-
in=five-years" thing after all, altho i must admit that 1 got a ter-

JaBBEKWUCKY was okj; i simply'wasn't provoked by anything.

HAaKULD W CHENEY Jk Theg title of this is a dilly. I get.a kick every

' time i see it. Where are you going to find "an
easily defensible"spot in a rich farm belt? Them's all flat, ain't
they? Cherry Valley, maybe? Who's going to build the castle & when?
Finally, better we hand it back to the insects altogether, than revert
to feudalism.  I've got a story in the works called "Operation Phoe-
nix" which plugs for something quite different, even tho on a primi-
tive scale.. But i'll ‘teke that up in my review of

He-1l66 1 Hooray for a man with some guts to face the future, in-

stead of trying to ignore it, or bleating about "hard-
ships". I've been thinking about bomb-dodging (also bacteria-dodging)
& lot in the past couplc of years, & my conclusions parallel Rusty's
guite closely.




I agree with his thots on prelimary preparations, & am taking
steps in that dircctions However i think it is feasable to go even
farther. X& we had a very interesting discussion of this subject one
evening at the Stranger Club, ¢ Chan Davis & some of the others were
definitely interestcd.

The first item is locution. When traveling thru the Sierras just
west of Donner Sumawit on my why to the Pacificon in "46, 1 was favor-
ably impressed by that area as a site. It is remote £rom the big cen-
ters of population, but not £oo remote., 1 think people with willing-
ness & adaptebility could find decent 1ivelihoods without commuting a
greut distance. The climate is neither harsh nor enervating, an impor-
tant foctor. I've heard the soil is not jdeal, but small scale farm-
ing & herding could #x be carried on without great difficulty. There
are steep hills & abandoned mines for defense pusposes. FPlenty of tim~
pber for construction., In short, it seems to have an optimum number
of varied survivalf actors that have to be teken into consideration.

Swcondly is organization, Four or five years ago when the Slan
Center discussion was .going on, i suggested that those interested, 1if
they weren't just talking, tc start saving as much as they cofild for
the down payment on & pilece Of land & the comstruction of homes there-
on, Since then i have joined a co-operative & hove delved deeper into
the probleums of ¢c0-Op housing & living. The encouraging thing is the
fact that it has been done suceessfully. There are quite a few of
these projéects, from smail high-income groups, tO low~income groups
who slowly & painfully saved their money & built their homes with their
own hunds 4n their spare time, but who are now far better off than
their city brethren who lucked the fuith & courage to sacrifice a few
comforts for a couple of years. Even & group as small as ten can start,
& that is how i think we could doO. The besuty of it 1s that even if
by some miracle the Ccollapse is staved off, we've still attained some-
thing useful & beneficials The advantages of cooperative living have
been gone over before, sO i won't go into that angle unless necessary.

Thirdly, is acquisition, Not only tools & equbpment, X & a stocck-

pile of food, but numcrous skills & handicrafts. To mention a few:
femming & care Of livestock, butchering & preserving meat, weaving,
vanning & leatherwork, blacksmithing & metal working, carpentry, pot=
tery & possibly glass work, well-digging, sanitation, first aid &
dentistry, archery & bow=-making....

Personally, i will be in California Bbout the time you read this,
& have spent the last two years learning a trade which will up my in-
come somewhut. Besides that, 1 have acquired the above mentioned co-Cp
knowledge, and thru taking part in various community activities have
learned sowecthing of organizational & ndministrative techniques. In=-
cidentally, that is mainly why Fapa hasgBuffered during my tenare of
office. L hope you'll rorgive me for considering the above woTk mare
important when a choice had to be made,

PS -~ I am also bringing up three sons,

Where did you get the title ~--H-16617

PPS =- It is neither necessary Or desirable that our survival
group consist 100% of fans. IL've said that before.

g b D LT & M:S No, don't get #xcited, this isn't =2 fanzine you

; missed in your mailing. I merely wanted to dis-
pose of a few things that don't come under any particular heading.

1. A note on a mailing envelope about a Haydn opera written or per-
formed in 1779 called "Il Monde della Luna" -- "The World on the Moon".



(1
.

~ % 1
You'd never know it from listening to the music. The plot could have
concerned a distant, unknown country just as well, 2., In a recent
Collier's, the lead editorial & Fitzpatrick cartbon dealt with some
Russian's theory that the object which dealt Terra a tremendous wallop
on June 30, 1908, & dug a tremendous crater, was not an oversize me-
teor, but a spaceship from mars! 3. A note i overlooked in Fan-Dango,
anent a justification for Speer's & others' attitude toward the Ziff-
Davis twins. I share the attitude, % my justification is that 1
simply doun't care to be connected even remotely with anything as screw-
ball as the z-D publications. Fandow itself 1s bad-:enuf, (TYOu can
say that again)) Now will semebody tell .me why anyone with a modicum
of inteliigence should want anything to do with such an outfit? ((Do
I have your antecedent/referent for "such an outfit" rizht?))

ml SKihlbBa3, & Sneary..you are wonderful, I hereby nominate
a VISIT Frum GrwHam "FaPi....where old fans go to die" as the bon
wmot of the year & further subuwit that it should be ensirined on the xx
masthead of the Fantasy amateur., In fact, you have made me feel so good,
that i'm xgping to do you a favor, & 1 hope you will look upon it in
that light. - o

Your spelling, as you doubtless know, is like the vather, Every-
body taiks about it, but nobody does anything. Therefore, 1 present
you with this free spelling lesson. I have gone thru your sheets &
made a list of misspelled words therein. Beside them you will find
the correct spelliing. I have tried to overlook obvious type lice, but
if any are included, i crave .your pardon.

LHCOLKECT CORRECT INCORKECT COKRECT
speek - speak were where
neals kneels supprised 1 surprised
adad ad(vertisement) . wast weste
anaual : annual REN 1T naive
recruting recruiting buch . bunch
beginers ‘buginners kine kind
horrable "horrible ' brage brag
mearly merely : meter matter
neaver never tryed tried
reather rather likeable © likable
desided decided wonderfull wonderful
replys replies A elce else
admitadly adrittedly. detrack ; detract
feild field 2 zonEkx contenual continual
stupidey stu.idity ment’ v ; meant
eather . elther lieing , lying
lier: lier finely e finally
belive - believe Jdeeggatfuldl  w o deceitful
wild while na%e,r : nunber

| doubtfRly doubtful

I wantto assure you at this point tnat my purpose is not to rid-
icule, as so nany.of the older fen are wont to do, but, to help. I . -
think you are in a miniscule minority among the junior fen, in that you
can see -ome of your own shortcomings °. make jan honest effort to im-
prove. Your spelling is improving, & i merely wish to give you a lit-
tle moral support in overcoming your defects. Also wangle an intro-
duetion to mr. webster. He's the best friend aun aspiring writer could
have. Good reading & writing, & clear ether, kick.
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wa SQUE A bit of all right. Best airbrush i've seen since the

dewise of the late lamented En Garde. Mimeo technique
is also good, nowevcl, you've made enuf primitive war masques to last
ale quite a while. Let's see sonie genuine fantasy work,

S K ¥ HOOK 1I'd suggest, kedd, that you try soiie of the more for- °

mnal verse foruas, before you return to free verse, '
rractlce at the forner will tcnd to improve the latter, which, with
your present handling, is really only lined prose. "There is Also
Today" had some merit.

SP s kX s generulized fanzine such as this is a distinee refresher
after wading thru such a pile of personalized stuff. One
or two of these is just what we need to offset the effect which gave
rise to the title of tfiis colurin. Here's hoping you don't get bored
with it all very soon, & that 3parx continues to wave as high, wide,
& hundsoumely as at present. '' "Cold war" & "Recall" both good. I
tihiink Sparx is setting some sort or a record in the consistently high
level of its amateur fiction. I've read Literally thousands of fan-
zines, & can't recall snytning to beat it. '' I wouldn't go as far as
opebr, w flake suclh a statement without qualifications. I would say
that our cultural Latrix is not much good, & think I ((excuse me..i)) .
wean essentially the sziie thing as he does. A few changes in the gods
(ideas) we worshlp, would nakeg quite a difference/ in people. I hold
that personality is primarily the product of environment., NO?

SYRasa PSE ",..thec Northman is indisputably capable of intenser
teelings than the mediterranean." Yhos disputes it,

pal, so tell me-more about it. ((lean abstract emotions like pathos
& grief, or the more obvious kind like anger, love, ete?))

"Signpaintcrs have always been an illiterate class." Go foah ',
yore sphootin' arn, stranguh; an resents that. .

Speer exprcgses tiie philosophy of expedlency (of which i grow
gore ¢. more tired & disgusted with every day) in opposing VWallace. Pdor
ileans to a good end seldom work. Cousntenancing evil tends to weaken, &
even destroys the noblest pur.ose, '' If you believe in a set of. pr1n7
ciples, support them! .bquivocation is the enemy's entering wedge. ''.
I was a delegate at the founding convention of the third party in mMass-
acnusetts, & i au by no means vonvinced that "the prosest vote will be
a flat failure." I think the sentiment aroused is already accompllsh-
ing some good., Wwitness the Stassen victory in the Wisconsin primaries.’
''* Nor aia1 i convinced that Truman&Co offer % a "perceptibly better
chance". narry has several times gone the nepublicans one bettér on
suppressive & war rmeasures. & in the light of recent events Taft /Dew-
ey does not see.r to be thqbnly alternative, '' nlso, the continued
Bungling of Trusan nas, in uy mind <« in the minds of a great man oth-
ers, practicaldy assured his defeat. & even a last-minute break with
tradition by the nomination of a more acceptable candidate such as Doug-
las will be too late for a Dewmocratic victory. '' So i consider your
attitude unsound on all peoints. 1 intend to work for wWallace, vote for
waliace, & 1 urge every fan with hopes of & better future for manklnd
to do the saiie., # it

ay apolo ies to the publishers of zines not reviewed in this col-
aan, but i'wa afraid ir 1 don't wind it up & get it off to Wilson right
now, i'm liable to iiss the railing altogether. Some of course didn't
interest e at all, ¢ others i sicply didn't get to. Notubly Oracle,
Gostak, lchor, Burblings, & rhanteur. mayhap when i get settled in
Calif, Yhos w1ll appear again.




NaTI1IUihal FalN CONY & ETIOVh 8

by £ LY EBEHRLTT BVakB

AS one wno has attended four major Tan Conventions, who plans to
g0 to Toronto this July, and who hopes to0 attend all other hational
conventions for tie next tnirty or forty yvears, I feel that.I have a
rignt to urge all fans cverywhere to. make plans whenever possible to
do likewise., I & sure tuat you will find, as I and hundreds of other
Tans uave found, that it will ve one of the biszgest thrills and grand-
est experiences of your fan life. )

when you've been reading science fiction and fantasy for rany
yeor's, you naturaliiy get to féel that you aliiost know the writers, ed-
itors, and artists'personally, éven if you've never met them. Then,
whel you G0 go to a conveution, and actually meet theam, you have that

‘great lift of spirits that you get. when you meet a well-known and well
loved friend. It's a joy that hardly anything else can equal.

You have a chance to bat the breeze with then =bout the ones or
the.r stories you 1like best; to s0 to the mat with them on the ones
you thougnt were stinkers.. You'll find -- almost without a sinele ex-
ception--~that they're glad to talk ith you; to give you additi onal
‘highlignts on how or why they wrote thus and so; to exnslain little
voints that smay not have beén too clear to you. They're all grand
feiliows . and . guls; ‘thev.really get as big a bang out of zabbing with
you about their stuff as you wili., That's why they go to those con-
~veutions themselves., _ ;

' 1've et so wany dozens of . the::, andg all of them have had some-
thing of real interest to give me., Dr. neller, far instance, exolain-
e several points tuat had been disturbing me about his "Life iverlas-
ting" and “The Uevii and the Doctor”, fThese atories, always Tavorites
of mine, are mnow  uore than doubly, so. I've tallied with peo.le like
meinlein, "van vogt,. Suith, Cawpbell, De Ca:p, Bradbury, hocklenne,
Binaer, del hey, C. L. ..oore, 4illy Ley, and many, rany others. These
Ooepple have TMsoaring" minds; you cannot help but be lifted high into
that fautasy realn that is our hobb/-life when you talk to them,

: {'ve talied wit h editors like Caipbell, merwin, Gaaedinger, ralm-

" er, .olilpeiw, ‘'dnd ot ers, anchave learned many of their problems, as
well as their trials and tribulations in trving to give wus the sort of
wagazines they know we want. and believe me, it isn't all a bed of
roses, being an editor.

I've chatted about their pics with men like kogers, Schmeeman,
and a nuaber of others. They all told interesting stories of their
work, and thejir dealings with editors and authors.

and I've met the fans with whow I've been correshonding for vears;
‘with those whose fanzines I've read and enjoyed; with those wf whom
I've .heard but had never before personally coiiacted., I've had a
chance to agrue personalliy with them about the various questions and
probleus we%ve talked about in our letters and fanzines. It's been
wonderfully stiwulsting,

and euach time 1've yone 1've had enocugh material menories from
. the conveution to last me for succeeding years -- the wost hapoy and
inspirational sort of rmcaories of grand people who talk my lansusge.
I've cone to the firu couclusion that these conventions are worth ev-
ery single bit of <the saucrifice and goings-witiiout that I have ho
practice during all the rest of the year in order to be able to attend
thern .

will I Sew YUU ~T TURONTO ThIS COLING JULY? I HOPE 30!

———



busliaia IS GOOD =PMUF FOR B
por Senor acker-homnbre

4ould you likke to live in a iatriarchy where all the girls
wore even less than the Old Look, and the Tueen was a brunet Betty
Grable? I have just seen such a prophecy picturized. It is
culled ol 3810 FULiT4S=--The Strong Sex--a highly amsusing futuristic
fili wade in wexico.

There was a foreword which presunably ex-
pluined wuere and when this gicture wes taking p¥ace, but as ny

. xnowledze of Spanish exceeds only uy iknowledge of Sanskrit, I re-

.ret 1 was unable to translate it. 1l I could get was the last 2
words, atomic ara.

The piecture opened in an atowmic Braplane ,

s ubpped with wugnaview televisor. what this short shhot had to do

with tne- rest of the plot, I dont't know, but presently we saw a

couple cha,.s on a raft on an ocean. They did not a.pear to be

saip- or plaue-wrecked, but rather seeued to be enjoying a holi-

day. wvne was having a siesta, the other was fishing.

The fisher-

wan catches a Spanish bsther williams! '

: The swin.:ing siren disen-

sases herself frow the line and swiils back to shore., In the back-

ground we see a great flashgordian city, autos whizzing alonz ele=

vated. roadways at abmut 500 mph! ;

- . In short order:a half dozen am=

pribious fewales swiw out to the raft with jiilitary precision, and
¢apture the 2 ien.

The nmales, prodded Dby buckrogerish-lbbking
weapons, are escortied 1into the presence of XIva ALV. as soueone
once asced before, how do you winistle on p-per? This doll could
zive etty uwrable aink and sod e, and win a bheauty contest ' in &
sunny-sack. neina Rwva (played by ..apy Cortes) sports a wordrobe
of pyrotechnicostwies, and a stratosphericoiffure,. In fact, all
vie senoritas in her gueendon are garbed a la Things To Corie (and

‘ rone Or the brief little playsuits ca.e anywhere near covering

the subjects). _
- In this woman's world the ren (»ho all wear long
peards) have reversed positions and are seen in such Ogcupations
48 tele(video)phoune operators and isanicurists. In social circles
ey sit and knit while the wowmen ganble with souiething resenbling
wo.ulnoes.
Iutoxicating drinks are created by drOpping champagne
vills, etc., in plain water. Every room has a larsze televisor an
its wall. In nite clubs, the male dauncine partner bears the brunt
of the ruffestuff in floor-siiow apache dances.
without a knowl-
zdge of ospunish you uiss out, of course, onfa lot of the fun, and
I only vaguely understood what was rapuenine about the introduc-
tion of razor blades, the fawation of & rasculinist movenent,
etes Une could have wished that, after &he model makers had gone
to the trouble to create tiie super city of the atriarchs, the di-
rector had shown it on the soreen oftener and lonz:r. FRut the
»ieture, in its running time of 75 minutes, has nuch, visually, to
‘recoigient it to fans who like films with scientifictional trap-
pingse
Hi-lite in hilarity was the auction block sequence, when



tae 2 men were sold as slaves, with the auctioneer exciting bid-
ding among wowen by displaying and eudbdgizing the men's fine phys-
iques, handsorié features, etc. i

¥ Needless to say, Nueen Eva XLV
falls 1in ' love with the handsomest of the 2 hombres; in fact, the
way time flies, there may be a nubile Princess Eva XIVI by now....

(£ditor's Note: The manuseript broke off at this point. Altho
tTie sudden disappearance from fandoa of FJA has never been suc-
cessfully explained, we are in receppt Of a message which may shed
some light &n the mystery: A cryptic telegram, in greenfink, de-
li- ered by carrierpigeon, reading: "Heading south of the border
in search of Queen's Land. Signed, Bosque." Linguistic experts
tell us that bosyue is Spanish for a wood, or, possibly, a Forest,)

((WwILL YUU WhanY YOUR NeXT PIECE FUR A 70sp LINE, ACKERMAN??- HUH?) )

Looivity eredit for the Ackerman and sEEvans pieces--2 1/3pp credit
gg for willer, lp for Ekikvans, 1 1/3pp for ackerman. Art widner,

of course, gets 8pp credit, thus enabling nim ©O remain a member of
our exalted organization.

A T
This is Wilson speaking.

Being as how as it is nearing deadline time and I have only read one aSF
since my last review appeared (elsewherc), I can't composé a detailed review of
aST™. And I aw net in the mood te review in great detail ™3, 58, and the crud-
zinoe. Therefore I shall compost & piece on the current status of prozines; in
hopes that it will benefit you. Harry Yarner Jr did it net long ago, but Harry
had as his bawls,. representative issues picked up at random. I'm a regular read-
er of all the prozines, and I think that this enables me to have a slitely cetter
perspective than that of one whe hadn't read a copy of a prozine for years. In
all sineerity, this is not a siur at Warner -- it's an objective consideration.

TWS and S8 are, of course, the best prozines now available in the pulp world.
ASF is eliminated from this iiscussion. This decision is shored »y many others
who are rore or 1less genersl readsrs, and I doubt if nany will disagree much with
jt. GLoth are large; both give youa a let for the money; Merwin is sympathetio
to fan attitudes; storiss are generally of a high grade. However, they are vory
definitely far from perfect. And they suffer by comparision with aSF. They lack
trimred edges, semislick paper, and the other refined qualities ef the Caxpbell-
zine., Their covers are rotten. They have lettering all over the covers, thoroly
juvenile dlurbs, juvenile letter colunns, and the like. MNerwin caters to fans,
in & sense; but his only voeal audience consists of young fans. And thus he is
allowinz his letter colurns —— foreedly -~ to become a wvehicle for youngfan huwor.
This is bad. But, as I say, the 2 magazines have many good poirts, and their
stories are fine, considering tho drawbacks (topdrass~dictasod policy regarding
length, etc). And they are still on a steady ppgrade. Merwin deserves mere oen—
couragerent from the moro mature fans; if anything ever happered to aSF, his 2
mags would be the oniy remaining hope of stif.

Wée atill have some drawin: cards for the juvenile readers —— those wiio may
become fans in 10 years or so. The drawing cards to wnich I refer are Planet
and Tantastic,Advontures. It has beon ry experience that bota occasionally




un top stories, For instan®, a recent Plandt féatured Ray Bradsury's "Pillar of
Fire®, which is pretty generally agreed to have Desn a classic; and last year some~
tire, FA's "Fdroever is Too Lonz®™, by Chester S. Geier, was topnotch. But these top
stories are rmichty few and far between, and ar® certainly infrequent enuf to rake
it true that the razs aren't worth reading. Their necoessary fanection is to recruit
new juverile mreaders from Planet cories, and this tney do ereditably. ! Araging
used to do the sare as the 2 rags xxik® rentioned. But no more. If anything, it
frigntens awag the juvenilass, It does convert occultists to stef, trus, but occul~
tists are not worthwhile stofnists, wnils Juveriles can devslop into such. Now that
. the Shaver Uystery ax is, at Isast in nare, vanisned, perhaps AS will revert to its
~ former furction. Lot's hope mxX so. It is conceivable that AS might turn into a
worthwhile macazire, bHut I'm not betting on it. A1l I'd pluz for rizht now is the
removal of the corpse of the Shaver dystery, now that it is supposed to Le dead.
I don't 1ike zorbiss.

PFil and its newly revived corpanion max need little mention. They fulfill
8 nocdssary place in the prozine ranks, and both are protty excellent as they stand.,
FFM does pass off sore nigh old stinkers oceasionally, but oftener its yarns are
really wortt it. ¥, which reprints Murseyarns, bids fair to beat out its sister
zine, and taks & rizh place on the polls next year.

Derleth cax keep Weird Tales, for my money.

Avon Fantasy Reader's detoriorated forrat have killed its cultured arpearance,
and the cwuddy maksup and hizn Prico lower its standing vastly. If they lower its
pri® to 25¢, it's okay. But till thenm, it's not wortn it/811.

The same holds for Fantasy 3ook, wnich is really rore of a semtpro than pro.
Little ean be said that is definite about this publication, howsver, until r-ore igsues
have comre out.

Yow that thatts oiit of the way, I can begzin to think about a detailed prozine
review maz in future FAPA railings., This time, the erud caught up to me vefore I
krew what was hapreninz, and as a regsult ry prozire comments had to be confinsd to
tide b rief survey. But I think I can Fredict something better next time. Wel'll
ses. In the reantire, you'll have to be contonted with "Reeping Up with Carpbell®,

which 1s pretty excellent as o substitute, at that., . -

t ¢+ ¢ + 4

STATFMANT §| HRAR YR, HRAR YR, RTn
Greoting, fellow fapams. I an truly delinted toc have become a merber of such
ar ancient' (fan:ishly speaking) orginization ((sic)) as the Fapa. I shall stay
ey lonz.as possitle in this haven of good fsllow and sndeavor to becore a wortawhile
eddition to its ranks, & person worthy of the deppost respact of his agssociates.
Tn-tire I will no doubt find myself the very 1deal of all the fan virtues, greatly
aduired by avaryone who doesn't have the good fortune ((sic)) to know re porsoraly
({sic)). ((Hore this narrative breaks off. lMaybe it was soaked in ball point pen
ink and refddered illegitle. At any rate, no rors can be translated.)).

TR IIITEYE

This TFapish merger 1is hereby rendered null, void, dissolved. Witnessathess..

dw



